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BRONCHAIN Louis 
Was born in Frameries in the diocese of Namur on 4th September 
1829. He made his profession as a Redemptorist in )t. Trond on 16th 
October 1851 and was ordained priest in Wittem on 6th June 1857. 
After serving on the missions he was appointed novice master for the 
Belgian province. He won considerable esteem as a spiritual director 
and for the works of popular devotion that he published. He died in 
Tournai on 2nd June 1892. 
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BROOKLYN 
The pari.§h of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Brooklyn was entrusted 
to the Redemptorists of the Baltimore province after negotiations 
with the bishop. The first Mass in the parish was celebrated by Father 
John B. Daily on 2nd April 1893 before the first superior, Father 
Augustine Mclnerney, had arrived. On 13th December 1950 the Bal
timore province established in Brooklyn the residence of the provin
cial, and on 18th August 1976 took charge of the Matt Talbot re
sidence and hostel. 
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BROWN Thomas P. 
Was born in Worcester, Massachusetts on 1Oth March 1857. He 
took his vows as a member of the St. Louis province in Kansas City 
on 8th September 1880 and was ordained priest in Ilchester, Mary
land on 7th March 1885. He was superior of the St. Louis province 
from 1907 to 1918, and during his long term of office saw the 
province make remarkable progress both in personnel and in the 
number of foundations. He died in St. Louis on 27th February 1919. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
T. L. Skinner, The Redemptorists in the West, St. Louis, 1933, 270-272. 

BRUCHMANN Franz Von 
Was born in Vienna on 5th April 1798. After gaining the doctorate 
in Law in the university of Vienna he worked in the imperial govern-
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ment service until the death of his wife, when he applied to be ad
mitted among the Redemptorists. He took his vows in Mautern on 
14th July 1832 and was ordained priest on 28th July 1833. From 
1835 until 1841 he was superior and novice master in Eggenburg 
and then £rst superior in Altotting from 1841 to 184 7. He was the 
Austrian provincial from 1847 to 1849. After the dispersal of the 
province he was superior of the houses in Germany until he became 
provincial of the n~wly erected German province in 1853. He retain
ed that office until 1865. Father Bruchmann died in Gars on 23rd 
May 1867. 
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BRUSSELS 

From the time he was appointed visitor to the houses in Belgium 
Father Frederick von Held was anxious to see the Redemptorists 
established in the principal city. When he was offered the church of 
St. Mary Magdalene in 1837 he warmly recommended its acceptance, 
but Father Joseph Passerat, Vicar General, could not spare the per
sonnel. A few years later it was possible, and Father Johann Pilat 
and a community took up residence on 8th September 1841. Known 
also as Jette, St. Mary Magdalene's serves as residence for the supe
rior of the Brussels North province. A second foundation was made 
after a few years when the newly completed church of St. Joseph's 
was offered to the Redemptorists. A community under Father Gerard 
van der Wielen made the foundation on 24th June 1849. The supe
rior suffered some inconvenience owing to confusion over the re
lation of the new foundation to St. Mary Magdalene's superior, Father 
Pilat. St. Joseph's serves as residence for the superior of the province 
of Brussels South. 
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BRUSSELS NORTH Province of 
The province of Brussels North developed from the original Bel
gian province and was given responsibility for the Flemish speak-




